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Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude 
 

Dear heavenly Father, your promise of a new heart beating within my breast shouts of 
your mercy and might. There’s nothing I want more, and I praise you for how much of 
this great new covenant promise you’ve already fulfilled in your children. 
 
Already I’ve experienced the greatest of all “sprinklings”—the once and for all cleansing by 
the blood of Jesus. Though I’m still susceptible to the accusing and condemning work of 
Satan, you’ve forgiven me of all of my sins: past, present, and future—sins of word, 
thought, and deed. May this good news never be blasé or cliché to me. 
 
Father, you’ve already declared me to be perfectly righteous in your sight forever—a status 
that makes me yearn for the complete healing of my yet-to-be perfected heart. How I long 
for the Day when my heart will beat only for Jesus’ glory, marvel at his beauty, feel with 
his passion, think with his wisdom, and love with his affection. 
 
By the ongoing work of your Spirit, change my heart, Father. I want a kind heart, a 
tender heart, a sweet heart, a compassionate heart, a caring heart, a servant’s heart, a soft 
heart—the heart of Jesus. I long to be more restful and less resentful, more merciful and 
less mercenary, quicker to listen than to speak, quicker to be flexible than rigid, more 
likely to be consoling than controlling. 
 
I want to forgive from my heart, and not just avoid the pain of conflict. I want to 
encourage people for their good, not flatter them for my benefit. I want to feel joy and 
hope every time I hear your name, and not feel rejection and self-pity when I don’t hear 
my name. Like John the Baptist, I want Jesus to increase and me to decrease. 
 
I praise you, Father, for promising just such a heart through the resources of the gospel. 
My longings, hopes, and prayers are not in vain. So very Amen I pray, in Jesus’ matchless 
name.        (Scotty Smith, 365 Everyday Prayers) 
 

Call to Worship .......................................................... Ezekiel 36:25-27  
 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 
from all your idols I will cleanse you.  And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I 
will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and be careful to obey my rules.  You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, 
and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.  
 

Invocation ................................................................. Rev. Ben Griffith 
 

Hymn 604 ...................................................... Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart  
 

Responsive Reading ................................................... Matthew 12:34-37  
 
You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good 
treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth 
evil. I tell you, on the day of judgment, people will give account for every careless 
word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will 
be condemned.  
 

Hymn 308  .................................................................. Jesus Paid It All  
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Scripture Reading ............................................................. Mark 7:1-23  
 

Sermon ..................................................................... Rev. Ben Griffith 
“The Heart of the Problem” 

 

Hymn 585 .................................................... Take My Life, and Let It Be  
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude 



May 14, 2017 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Presbyterian Church in America 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi 


